Maundy Thursday Holy Communion
The Upper Room, Vigil and Watch
Thursday 14th April 2022

The Greeting
A candle is lit on the altar.

All

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
and also with you.

Words of welcome are given.

Call to Worship

All

We gather tonight to recall the story
of the night Jesus was betrayed.
Are you prepared
to come to the feast of Jesus, the Christ,
whose life was poured out for you?
By the grace of God, we are.

All

Are you able to watch with Jesus
at prayer in the garden –
indeed, to struggle yourselves to be in unity
with God's will for you?
By the grace of God, we are.
Then let us praise God, even in this hour of darkness.

All

God of all grace and steadfast love,
greatly is your name to be praised in all the earth.
Bring us to this feast of remembrance
with open hearts.

Musical Meditation – An upper room
1

Prayers of Penitence
Our Lord Jesus Christ says:
‘If you love me, keep my commandments.’
‘Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.’
‘Let us confess to almighty God our sins against his love,
and ask him to cleanse us.

All

Have mercy on us, O God,
in your great goodness;
according to the abundance of your compassion
blot out our offences.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

Against you only have we sinned
and done what is evil in your sight.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

All

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean;
wash us and we shall be whiter than snow.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

May the Father forgive us
by the death of his Son
and strengthen us
to live in the power of the Spirit
all our days.
Amen.

Hymn – Amazing Grace (no.29)
All

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now I am found
Was blind, but now I see
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed
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When we’ve been there ten thousand years
Bright, shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’ve first begun

The Collect

All

God our Father,
you have invited us to share in the supper
which your Son gave to his Church
to proclaim his death until he comes:
may he nourish us by his presence,
and unite us in his love;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Gospel Reading – John 13.1-17, 31b-35

All

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
I give you a new commandment, says the Lord:
Love one another as I have loved you.
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.
6

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash
my feet?”
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7

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you
will understand.”
8

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
9

“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and
my head as well!”
10

Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one
of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why
he said not every one was clean.
12
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he
asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that
is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example
that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one
who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if
you do them.
31

When Judas had left, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and
God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him,[c] God will glorify the
Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.
33

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me,
and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot
come.
34

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.”
36

Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will
follow later.”
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37

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life
for you.”
38

Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very
truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Reflection
The Washing of Feet
All

Christ Jesus,
you show us your servant heart,
emptying yourself of all but love, kneeling at our feet,
washing away all that clings.
Give us grace to kneel with you,
to bow our proud hearts,
to empty ourselves of all false status,
to serve a broken world in your name.
Amen.

People may wish to come forward to have one of their feet washed. All are invited.
During the feet washing music will play (Beneath the Cross and Love Unknown).

All

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father
through Christ the saviour of the world.

5

All

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed,
your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet.
We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service.
Lord hear us,
and humble us.

All

On this night he prayed for his disciples to be one.
We pray for the unity of your Church.
Lord hear us,
and humble us.

All

On this night he prayed for those
who were to believe in their message.
We pray for the mission of your Church.
Lord hear us,
and humble us.

All

On this night he commanded his disciples to love,
but suffered rejection himself.
We pray for the rejected and unloved.
Lord hear us
and humble us.

All

On this night he reminded his disciples that if the world hated them
it hated him first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.
Lord hear us
and humble us.

All

On this night he accepted the cup of death
And looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom.
We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ.
Lord hear us
and welcome all your children into paradise.

The Peace
Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’
All

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

We offer one another a sign of peace.
6

Hymn – An upper room did our Lord prepare (no.38)
All

An Upper Room did our Lord prepare
for those he loved until the end:
and his disciples still gather there
to celebrate their Risen Friend.
A lasting gift Jesus gave his own:
to share his bread, his loving cup.
Whatever burdens may bow us down,
he by his Cross shall lift us up.
And after Supper he washed their feet
for service, too, is sacrament.
In him our joy shall be made complete –
sent out to serve, as he was sent.
No end there is! We depart in peace,
he loves beyond the uttermost:
in every room in our Father’s house
he will be there as Lord and Host.

Eucharistic Prayer

All

At the eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord.
We know that it was not only our ancestors,
but we who were redeemed
and brought forth from bondage to freedom,
from mourning to feasting.
We know that as he was with them in the upper room
so our Lord is here with us now.
Until the kingdom of God comes
let us celebrate this feast.

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
7

It is indeed right to give you thanks,
Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For on this night he girded himself with a towel
and, taking the form of a servant,
washed the feet of his disciples.
He gave us a new commandment
that we should love one another as he has loved us.
Knowing that his hour had come,
in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples
to be a memorial of his passion,
that we might proclaim his death until he comes again,
and feast with him in his kingdom.
Therefore earth unites with heaven
to sing a new song of praise;
we too join with angels and archangels
as they proclaim your glory without end:
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
8

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
All

Jesus Christ is Lord:
Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
You are the Saviour of the world.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with [N and] all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

All

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us
All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
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For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The consecrated bread is broken.

All

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Agnus Dei
All

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

The minister and the people receive Communion or a blessing.
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Prayer After Communion

All

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Amen.

Hymn – When I survey the wondrous cross (no.738)
All

When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss,
and pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
save in the death of Christ, my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them through his blood.
See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

If you wish to depart before the Vigil and Watch please do so during this final hymn.

The Vigil
The church is stripped of its adornments for Good Friday.
After an extended silence the Vigil concludes with:
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The Gospel of the Watch – Mark 14.26-end
26

When Jesus and his disciples had sung a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.
27

“You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written:
“‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.’
28
But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”
29

Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.”

30

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today – yes, tonight – before the
rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.”
31

But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will
never disown you.” And all the others said the same.
32

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and John along
with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34 “My soul
is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay
here and keep watch.”
35

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible
the hour might pass from him. 36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is
possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you
will.”
37

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he
said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one
hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
39

Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he came
back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They
did not know what to say to him.
41

Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and
resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered
into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”
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43

Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him
was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests,
the teachers of the law, and the elders.
44

Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is
the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to
Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men seized Jesus and
arrested him. 47 Then one of those standing near drew his sword and
struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
48

“Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with
swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Every day I was with you, teaching in
the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be
fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone deserted him and fled.
51

A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus.
When they seized him, 52 he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.
53

They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders
and the teachers of the law came together. 54 Peter followed him at a
distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. There he sat with the
guards and warmed himself at the fire.
55

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence
against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find
any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not
agree.
57

Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We
heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in
three days will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even then
their testimony did not agree.
60

Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you
not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing
against you?” 61 But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the
Blessed One?”
62

“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
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63

The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more
witnesses?” he asked. 64 “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you
think?”
They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit
at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said,
“Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him.
66

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the
high priest came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked
closely at him.
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said.
68

But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking
about,” he said, and went out into the entryway.
69

When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing
around, “This fellow is one of them.” 70 Again he denied it.
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one
of them, for you are a Galilean.”
71

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this
man you’re talking about.”
72

Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter
remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and
wept.
Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace…
The candle on the altar is extinguished.
We conclude our service in silence.

Please try to join us:
Good Friday Waiting by the Cross, 2pm
Good Friday Wild Church, 3.30pm
Easter Day Family Communion, 10.30am.
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