Come Holy Spirit -
Service of the Word for Pentecost
Sunday 31** May 2020

Please remember to join us after this service on Zoom for
fellowship and conversation.

Meeting ID - 721-9833-2343
Password - htpesun
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The Paschal candle is lit.

The Greeting

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and hope.

He has raised Jesus from the dead.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified,

risen and ascended Lord

and we have walked with him through his journey of love.

We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross.
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death.
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us.

We have seen his return to the throne

before which every knee shall bow

and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord.

And now, with the followers of his own time,

we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people,
through whom we make Christ known to the world.

Call to Worship

As we wait in silence,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we listen to your word,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.
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As we worship you in majesty,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your refreshing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your renewing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your equipping,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your empowering,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

Silence is kept

All

All

Spirit God,

blow into our lives,

move us to action,

break down the walls that separate us.

Where our language divides, offer us translation.

Where our fear overcomes, fill us with the fire of courage.
Where our lives are becalmed, fill our sails with wind,
moving us forward into the unknown future.

Fill us with the hope and promise of Pentecost! Amen.

Musical meditation = Come Down O love Divine

Call to Confession

What God has prepared for those who love him,
he has revealed to us through the Spirit;
for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.
| Corinthians 2.9,10
O God, who sent gifts
of the Holy Spirit to those first saints,
We know you continue to send gifts to us,
even though we do not claim them.
We confess that we have not always opened our gifts.
We have often chosen to keep them packed away or buried.



Move us, by your Spirit,

to pick up our presents, that you so freely give,
to open them and to spend them lavishly

on the stewardship of your world.

We confess to you how often our thoughts
and motives are confused, both individually
and when we are together as your people,
and that this confusion has often blinded us
to your interest in our lives.

Break in on our confusion,

and astonish us anew, O God!

Our prayer is that you will claim us again

and silence within us our desire

to always have words for every occasion,

that we might hear the whisper of the wings of your Spirit dove.

Hear the good news!

God’s Spirit has been poured out upon all flesh,

and we have been made one.

We are no longer scattered or divided,

but gathered together to build up the kingdom on this earth.
All Thanks be to God!

Gloria in Excelsis

All  Glory be to God in heaven,
peace to those who love him well;
on the earth let all his people
speak his grace, his wonders tell:
Lord, we praise you for your glory,
mighty Father, heaven's king;
hear our joyful adoration
and accept the thanks we bring.

Only Son of God the Father,
Lamb who takes our sin away,
now with God in triumph seated
for your mercy, Lord, we pray:
Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
Saviour, you are God alone

in the glory of the Father

with the Spirit: Three-in-One!
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Collect

Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives
to bring Christ to the world.

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Pentecost Reading — Acts 2.1-13

Alleluia, alleluia.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people
and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Alleluia.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken.
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?
Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? Parthians,
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans
and Arabs — we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own
tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does
this mean?”



All

All

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much
wine.”

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain
this to you; listen carefully to what | say. These people are not drunk, as
you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken
by the prophet Joel:

“In the last days, God says,
| will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.

Even on my servants, both men and women,
| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.

| will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.

The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.

Address

Affirmation of faith: We sing of the Spirit

We sing of God the Spirit,

who from the beginning has swept over the face of creation,
animating all energy and matter

and moving in the human heart.

We sing of God the Spirit,
faithful and untameable,
who is creatively and redemptively active in the world.

The Spirit challenges us to celebrate the holy
not only in what is familiar,
but also in that which seems foreign.
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We sing of the Spirit,

who speaks our prayers of deepest longing
and enfolds our concerns and confessions,
transforming us and the world.

We offer worship

as an outpouring of gratitude and awe

and a practice of opening ourselves

to God’s still, small voice of comfort,

to God’s rushing whirlwind of challenge.

God changes our lives, our relationships, and our world.

Prayers of Intercession
We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit.

Generous God,

we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit.

We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better.
Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to make us wise to understand your will.
Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit.

We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us.
Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit.

We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness

where there is division, sickness and sorrow.

We continue to ask for your love, peace and protection on our sister Siggi.
Be with her and her partner Ray at this time.

Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit.

We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us.
Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.
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We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.

We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.
Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit,

given us by the risen Lord.

We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed,

in the joy of eternal life.

We especially pray for the souls José Cook and Margaret Holt
and those who mourn their loss.

Lord, come to bless us

and fill us with your Spirit.

Generous God,

you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan,
and upon the disciples in the upper room:

in your mercy fill us with your Spirit,

hear our prayer,

and make us one in heart and mind

to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Being made one by the power of the Spirit,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.
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The Peace

God has made us one in Christ.

He has sent his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what it to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn - The Pentecost Song

(featuring Sara Raybould, Thomas Sheridan and Felicity and Matilda Roberts)

All

Holy Spirit let us see

truth and light, your love for me.
At Pentecost your Spirit came,
showed itself as heavens flame.
Three in one and one in three,
blessed Holy Trinity.

Send us out into our world,

like disciples, spears your word.
Show us how to share your truth,
help us bring new flock to you.
Three in one and one in three,
blessed Holy Trinity.

Don’t be scared or feel alone,
through your faith you will be shown.
Don’t be frightened, never fear,

feel God’s breath, His spirit’s here.
Three in one and one in three,
blessed Holy Trinity.

Blessing of Light

Blessed are you, sovereign God, overflowing in love.
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit.

Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer.
Strong and weak, women and men tell out your word;
the young receive visions, the old receive dreams.
With the new wine of the Spirit

they proclaim your reign of love.



Amid the birth pangs of the new creation

the way of light is made known.

Source of freedom, giver of life,

blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All  Blessed be God for ever.

Commission

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ
over the powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty
acts and we have prayed that the power that was at work when God
raised Jesus from the dead might be at work in us.

As part of God’s Church here in Potten End,
| call upon you to live out what you proclaim.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future,
trusting him to be your guide?
All By the Spirit’s power, we will.

Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love?
All  We will.

Will you dare to share your riches in common
and minister to each other in need?
All We will.

Will you dare to pray for each other
until your hearts beat with the longings of God?
All We will.

Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places?
All  We will.

Conclusion

The Lord is here.
All  His Spirit is with us.

Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the
disciples and we invite that same Spirit to safely and responsibly
drive us out into the wild places of the world.



May the Spirit,
who hovered over the waters when the world was created,

breathe into you the life he gives.
All  Amen.

May the Spirit,
who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us,
make you joyful in the service of the Lord.

All Amen.

May the Spirit,

who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost,

bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.
All  Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

Filled with the Spirit’s power,
go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Please join us after this service on Zoom for
refreshments and fellowship.
Details found at the beginning of this order of service.

PENTECOST CELTIC WORSHIP
Available to watch from 6.30pm the evening.



